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Acronyms

ACS US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey

AMI Area Median Income

DHCD MA Department of Housing and Community Development
MVPC Merrimack Valley Planning Commission

MOE Margins of Error

Key Definitions
The following definitions are for key terms used throughout the document and are based on information from the U.S.
Census Bureau, unless otherwise noted:

ACS- American Community Survey, conducted every year by the United States Census Bureau.

Affordable Housing; Housing that is restricted to individuals and families with qualifying incomes and asset levels and
receives some manner of assistance to bring down the cost of owning or renting the unit, usually in the form of a
government subsidy, or results from zoning relief to a housing developer in exchange for the income-restricted unit(s).
Affordable housing can be public or private. The Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development
(DHCD) maintains a Subsidized Housing Inventory (SHI) that lists all affordable housing units that are reserved for
households with incomes at or below 80 percent of the area median income (AMI) under long-term legally binding
agreements and are subject to affirmative marketing requirements. The SHI also includes group homes, which are
residences licensed by or operated by the Department of Mental Health or the Department of Developmental Services
for persons with disabilities or mental health issues

Comprehensive Permit A local permit for the development of low- or moderate- income housing issued by the Zoning
Board of Appeals pursuant to M.G.L. c.40B §§20-23 and 760 CMR 56.00.

Cost Burdened Households who pay more than 30 percent of their income for housing.

Disability- The American Community Survey defines disability as including difficulties with hearing, vision, cognition,
ambulation, self-care, and independent living. All disabilities are self-reported via the 2011-2015 American Community
Survey. Disability status is determined from the answers from these six types of disability.

A Independent Living: People with independent living difficulty reported that, due to a physical, mental, or emotional
condition, they had difficulty doing errands alone.

Hearing: People who have a hearing disability report being deaf or as having serious difficulty hearing.

> >

Vision: People who have a vision disability report being blind or as having serious difficulty seeing even when
wearing glasses.

Self-Care: People with a self-care disability report having difficulty dressing or bathing.

> >

Ambulatory: People who report having ambulatory difficulty say that they have serious difficulty walking or
climbing stairs.

A Cognitive: People who report having a cognitive disability report having serious difficulty concentrating,
remembering, or making decisions.

Income Thresholdg The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) sets income limits that determine
eligibility for assisted housing programs including the Public Housing, Section 8 project-based, Section 8 Housing Choice
Voucher, Section 202 housing for the elderly, and Section 811 housing for persons with disabilities programs. HUD
develops income limits based on Median Family Income estimates and Fair Market Rent area definitions for each
metropolitan area, parts of some metropolitan areas, and each non-metropolitan county. The most current available
income thresholds are provided in the appendices. Definitions for extremely low, very low, and low/moderate income are
provided below.

A Extremely Low Income (ELI) - HUD bases the ELI income threshold on the FY2014 Consolidated Appropriations Act,
which defines ELI as the greater of 30/50ths (60 percent) of the Section 8 very low-income limit or the poverty
guideline as established by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), provided that this amount is not
greater than the Section 8 50 percent very low-income limit.
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A Very Low Income (VLI) - HUD bases the VLI income threshold on 50 percent of the median family income, with
adjustments for unusually high or low housing-cost-to-income relationships.

Ve

A Low/Moderate Income (LMI) - HUD bases the LMl income threshold on 80 percent of the median family income,
with adjustments for unusually high or low housing-cost-to-income relationships.

Family- A family is a group of two people or more (one of whom is the householder) related by birth, marriage, or
adoption and residing together; all such people (including related subfamily members) are considered as members of
one family.

Household- A household includes the related family members and all the unrelated people, if any, such as lodgers, foster
children, wards, or employees who share the housing unit. A person living alone in a housing unit, or a group of
unrelated people sharing a housing unit such as partners or roomers, is also counted as a household. The count of
households excludes group quarters.

Median Agec The age which divides the population into two numerically equal groups; that is, half the people are
younger than this age and half are older.

Median Income- Median income is the amount which divides the income distribution into two equal groups, half having
incomes above the median, half having incomes below the median. The medians for households, families, and unrelated
individuals are based on all households, families, and unrelated individuals, respectively. The medians for people are
based on people 15 years old and over with income.

Millennials — The demographic cohort following Generation X. There are no precise dates when the generation starts and
ends. Researchers and commentators use birth years ranging from the early 1980s to the early 2000s.
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/millennials.)

Housing Unit- A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a mobile home or trailer, a group of rooms, or a single room that
is occupied, or, if vacant, is intended for occupancy as separate living quarters.

Poverty- Following the Office of Management and Budget's (OMB's) Directive 14, the Census Bureau uses a set of money
income thresholds that vary by family size and composition to detect who is poor. If a family’s total income is less than
that family’s threshold, then that family, and every individual in it, is considered poor. The poverty thresholds do not vary
geographically, but they are updated annually for inflation with the Consumer Price Index (CPI-U). The official poverty
definition counts money income before taxes and excludes capital gains and noncash benefits (such as public housing,
Medicaid, and food stamps).

Subsidized Housing Inventor/The state’s official list for tracking a municipality’s percentage of affordable housing
under M.G.L. Chapter 40B (C.40B). This state law enables developers to request waivers to local regulations, including the
zoning bylaw, from the local Zoning Board of Appeals for affordable housing developments if less than 10 percent of
year-round housing units in the municipality is counted on the SHI. It was enacted in 1969 to address the shortage of
affordable housing statewide by reducing barriers created by local building permit approval processes, local zoning, and
other restrictions.

Tenure- Tenure identifies a basic feature of the housing inventory: whether a unit is owner occupied or renter occupied.
A unit is owner occupied if the owner or co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid for. A
cooperative or condominium unit is "owner occupied” only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units
are classified as "renter occupied," including units rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash rent.
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Merrimack Valley Region
Rowley is part of the Merrimack Valley Region consisting of 15 municipalities in the northeastern portion of
Massachusetts that are connected by a common, natural thread — the Merrimack River.

Amesbury Methuen
Andover Newbury
Boxford Newburyport
Georgetown North Andover
Groveland Rowley
Haverhill Salisbury
Lawrence West Newbury
Merrimac
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http://www.mass.gov/hed/community/40b-plan/housing-production-plan.html
http://mvpc.org/the-valley/















http://pep.donahue-institute.org/downloads/2015/new/UMDI_LongTermPopulationProjectionsReport_2015%2004%20_29.pdf
http://pep.donahue-institute.org/downloads/2015/new/UMDI_LongTermPopulationProjectionsReport_2015%2004%20_29.pdf









https://www.census.gov/people/disability/methodology/acs.html
https://www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/poverty/guidance/group-quarters.html





































































https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il.html













































https://www.mass.gov/orgs/housing-choice-initiative



https://www.chapa.org/sites/default/files/Facesof40B.pdf
http://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Draft-Host-Community-Agreement.pdf
http://www.who.int/ageing/projects/age_friendly_cities_network/en/
http://www.who.int/ageing/projects/age_friendly_cities_network/en/
http://www.aarp.org/agefriendly
https://mahealthyagingcollaborative.org/programs/overview/age-friendly-communities/
http://www.chapa.org/
http://blog.mass.gov/revenue/current-affairs-2/seniors-who-volunteer-can-work-off-some-of-their-property-tax-bills/



https://www.aarp.org/home-family/your-home/info-05-2013/older-women-roommates-house-sharing.html
https://www.nesterly.io/
https://humancentereddesign.org/index.php?q=resources/universal-design-housing















http://www.mass.gov/hed/docs/dhcd/hd/fair/afhmp.pdf


















https://www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/poverty/guidance/poverty-measures.html
https://www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/poverty/guidance/poverty-measures.html





















http://www.mvpc.org/
http://www.jmgoldson.com/

